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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

-1 . This communication is responsive to the Amendment filed 1 1/1/2006. 

2. Claims 2, 8-9, 1 1 and 16-17 are currently pending in this application. Claims 2 and 1 1 
are independent claims. In the Amendment filed 1 1/1/2006, claims 1, 3-7, 10 and 12-15 are 
canceled and claims 2, 8-9, 1 1 and 16-17 are amended. Claims 2, 8-9, 1 1 and 16-17 are 
rejected. This action is made Final. 

Specification 

3. The claim amendment received on 1 1/1/2006. The claim cancellation is acknowledged 
and therefore, the specification objections made in a prior Office Action are withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2, 8-9, 1 1 and 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 6,275,824 issued to O’Flaherty et al. (hereinafter O’Flaherty) in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 5,930,391 issued to Kinjo et al. (hereinafter Kinjo). 

Regarding Claims 2 and 11, O’Flaherty disclose an information sharing apparatus, which 
communicates with at least one terminal corresponding to one of users, comprising: 

A). an acquiring unit configured to acquire an information item which includes, 
as a suite of a plurality of dataviews for a privacy rule (O’Flaherty: col. 4, Ins. 18-29); 
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B) . an extracting unit configured from the information item, as a personal 

information item, as an access for the personal information (O’Flaherty: col. 4, Ins. 30-36 & 53- 
56); 

C) . a generating unit configured to generate an anonymous information item by 

deleting the personal information item from the information item, as to implementing 
privacy rules and deleting customer information (O’Flaherty: col. 4, Ins. 37-60; col. 8, Ins. 46- 
61); 

D) . a first storing unit configured to store the personal information item and the 

anonymous information item, as the personal data anonymous (O’Flaherty: col. 4, Ins. 37-43); 

E) . a second storing unit configured to store a first access level which is assigned 

to a first group of users of the users who can access only the anonymous information item 
out of the anonymous information item and the personal information item, and to store a 
second access level which is assigned to a second group of users of the users who can access 
both of the anonymous information item and the personal information item, as the secure 
data warehouse with a suite of privacy metadata dataview (O’Flaherty: col. 4, Ins. 14-34 and 49- 
60); 

F) . a receiving unit configured to receive a request message for accessing the 

second information item, the request message being transmitted from the terminal, as the 
communication media with the dataviews and a client (O’Flaherty: col. 4, Ins. 61-67); 

G) . a first transmitting unit configured to transmit only the anonymous 

information item out of the anonymous information item and the personal information 
item to the terminal in response to the request message, when an access level 
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predetermined to the one of the user is equal to the first access level, as the user desires an 
anonymous transaction routed to the privacy service (O’Flaherty: col. 5, Ins. 31-43); 

H) . a synthesizing unit configured to synthesize the personal information item 

with the anonymous information item, to obtain a regenerated information item, as to 
implementing privacy rules to make the personal data anonymous (O’Flaherty: col. 4, Ins. 49- 
60); and 

I) . a second transmitting unit configured to transmit the regenerated 

information item in response to the request message, when the access level of the one of the 
users is equal to the second access level, as the kiosk/pos device to accept consumer input 
regarding privacy preferences and storing information (O’Flaherty: col. 5, Ins. 1-16). 

O’Flaherty does not explicitly disclose: 

A) . an image of a person’s face 

B) . to extract a contour of the person’s face; to detect the image of the person’s 

face 

However, Kinjo discloses: 

A) . image of a person’s face, as the person’s face image (Kinjo: col. 18, Ins. 53-58) 

B) . to extract a contour of the person’s face; to detect the image of the person’s 

face, as the contour of a person and the person’s face image (Kinjo: col. 13, Ins. 62-67; col. 17, 
Ins. 53-58). 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to apply the contour of person’s image of Kinjo in the data privacy management 
system of O’Flaherty. Skilled artisan would have been motivated to combine the Kinjo’s 
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teaching of extracting person’s face image contour in the O’Flaherty’s teaching of managing 
private data to enhance obtaining accurate information with correct contour line regions (Kinjo: 
col. 1, Ins. 1 1-20). 

Regarding Claims 8 and 16, O’Flaherty and Kinjo disclose the apparatus further 
comprising a third storing unit configured to store a pair of IDs of each of the personal 
information item and the anonymous information item, 

wherein the synthesizing unit includes (O’Flaherty: col. 4, Ins. 49-60): 

a second acquiring unit configured to acquire one ID of the pair, based on another 
ID of the pair, the another ID corresponding to the anonymous information item 
(O’Flaherty: col. 9, Ins. 15-24; fig. 2A); and 

a third acquiring unit configured to acquire the personal information item which 
corresponds to the one ID and is to be synthesized with the anonymous information, from 
the first storing unit (O’Flaherty: col. 4, Ins. 49-60; col. 8, Ins. 46-61; col. 14, Ins. 31-42). 

Regarding Claims 9 and 17, O’Flaherty and Kinjo disclose the apparatus wherein the 
generating unit generates the anonymous information item by overwriting into an area 
corresponding to the personal information item with in arbitrary symbols (O’Flaherty: col. 4, Ins. 
37-60). 

Response to Amendment 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 2, 8-9, 1 1 and 16-17 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Monica M. Pyo whose telephone number is 571-272-8192. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 6:30 - 3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Jeffrey Gaffin can be reached on 571-272-4146. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Monica M Pyo 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2161 



1/18/2007 ^ 




